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(vi) Unsupervised access by children
to all water hazards, such as pools or
other bodies of water, are prevented by
a fence;

(vii) There are no firearms or other
weapons kept in areas occupied or ac-
cessible to children;

(viii) Alcohol and other drugs are not
consumed while children are present or
accessible to children at any time; and

(ix) Providers secure health certifi-
cates for pets to document up to date
immunizations and freedom from any
disease or condition that poses a threat
to children’s health. Family child care
providers must ensure that pets are ap-
propriately managed to ensure child
safety at all times.

(c) Emergency plans. Grantee and del-
egate agencies offering the family child
care option must ensure that providers
have made plans to notify parents in
the event of any emergency or un-
planned interruption of service. The
provider and parent together must de-
velop contingency plans for emer-
gencies. Such plans may include, but
are not limited to, the use of alternate
providers or the availability of sub-
stitute providers. Parents must be in-
formed that they may need to pick the
child up and arrange care if the child
becomes ill or if an emergency arises.

(d) Licensing requirements. Head Start
programs offering the family child care
option must ensure that family child
care providers meet State, Tribal, and
local licensing requirements and pos-
sess a license or other document certi-
fying that those requirements have
been met. When State, Tribal, or local
requirements vary from Head Start re-
quirements, the most stringent provi-
sion takes precedence.

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008]

§1306.36 Additional Head Start pro-
gram option variations.

In addition to the center-based,
home-based, combination programs,
and family child care options defined
in this part, the Director of the Office
of Head Start retains the right to fund
alternative program variations to meet
the unique needs of communities or to
demonstrate or test alternative ap-

45 CFR Ch. XIII (10-1-12 Edition)

proaches for providing Head Start serv-
ices.

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008]

§1306.37 Compliance waiver.

An exception to one or more of the
requirements contained in §§1306.32,
1306.33, 1306.34, and 1306.35 will be
granted only if the Director of the Of-
fice of Head Start determines, on the
basis of supporting evidence, that the
grantee made a reasonable effort to
comply with the requirement but was
unable to do so because of limitations
or circumstances of a specific commu-
nity or communities served by the
grantee.

[73 FR 1296, Jan. 8, 2008]
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§1307.1 Purpose and scope.

The purpose of this Part is to set
forth policies and procedures for the
designation renewal of Head Start and
BEarly Head Start programs. It is in-
tended that these programs be adminis-
tered effectively and responsibly; that
applicants to administer programs re-
ceive fair and equitable consideration;
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and that the legal rights of current
Head Start and Early Head Start
grantees be fully protected. The Des-
ignation Renewal System is estab-
lished in this Part to determine wheth-
er Head Start and Early Head Start
agencies deliver high-quality services
to meet the educational, health, nutri-
tional, and social needs of the children
and families they serve; meet the pro-
gram and financial requirements and
standards described in section
641A(a)(1) of the Head Start Act; and
qualify to be designated for funding for
five years without competing for such
funding as required under section 641(c)
of the Head Start Act with respect to
Head Start agencies and pursuant to
section 645A(b)(12) and (d) with respect
to Early Head Start agencies. A com-
petition to select a new Head Start or
Early Head Start agency to replace a
Head Start or Early Head Start agency
that has been terminated voluntarily
or involuntarily is not part of the Des-
ignation Renewal System established
in this Part, and is subject instead to
the requirements of part 1302.

§1307.2 Definitions.

As used in this Part—

ACF means the Administration for
Children and Families in the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

Act means the Head Start Act, 45
U.S.C. 9831 et seq.

Agency means a public or private
non-profit or for-profit entity des-
ignated by ACF to operate a Head
Start or Early Head Start program.

Aggregate child-level assessment data
means the data collected by an agency
on the status and progress of the chil-
dren it serves that have been combined
to provide summary information about
groups of children enrolled in specific
classrooms, centers, home-based or
other options, groups or settings, or
other groups of children such as dual
language learners, or to provide sum-
mary information by specific domains
of development.

Child-level assessment data means the
data collected by an agency on an indi-
vidual child from one or more valid and
reliable assessments of a child’s status
and progress, including but not limited
to direct assessment, structured obser-
vations, checklists, staff or parent re-

§1307.3

port measures, and portfolio records or
work samples.

Early Head Start agency means a pub-
lic or private non-profit or for-profit
entity designated by ACF to operate an
Early Head Start program to serve
pregnant women and children from
birth to age three, pursuant to section
645A(e) of the Head Start Act.

Going concern means an organization
that operates without the threat of lig-
uidation for the foreseeable future, a
period of at least 12 months.

Head Start agency means a local pub-
lic or private non-profit or for-profit
entity designated by ACF to operate a
Head Start program to serve children
age three to compulsory school age,
pursuant to section 641(b) and (d) of the
Head Start Act.

School readiness goals mean the expec-
tations of children’s status and
progress across domains of language
and literacy development, cognition
and general knowledge, approaches to
learning, physical well-being and
motor development, and social and
emotional development that will im-
prove their readiness for kindergarten.

Transition period means the three-
yvear time period after December 9,
2011, on the Designation Renewal Sys-
tem during which ACF will convert all
of the current continuous Head Start
and Early Head Start grants into five-
year grants after reviewing each grant-
ee to determine if it meets any of the
conditions under section 1307.3 that re-
quire recompetition or if the grantee
will receive its first five-year grant
non-competitively.

§1307.3 Basis for determining whether
a Head Start agency will be subject
to an open competition.

A Head Start or Early Head Start
agency shall be required to compete for
its next five years of funding whenever
the responsible HHS official deter-
mines that one or more of the fol-
lowing seven conditions existed during
the relevant time period covered by the
responsible HHS official’s review under
§1307.7 of this part:

(a) An agency has been determined
by the responsible HHS official to have
one or more deficiencies on a single re-
view conducted under section
641A(c)(1)(A), (C), or (D) of the Act in
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